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only one or two pet individual requirements of a modern
nature; the rest of his stipulations are concerned with
matters of taste and character. He is seldom logical through-
out, and, as a consequence, the l Ideal Home ' is never built.
The supply of really well-designed houses runs in the same
vicious circle as that of good cheap furniture. The public
does not demand it, because the manufacturer is not pro-
ducing it; and the manufacturer is not producing it because
the public is not demanding it.

Yet, gradually, discernment will grow, and the pro-
gramme will crystallise. Already the American takes
central heating for granted, and very often uses his boiler-
room, with its gas furnace, as an extra recreation room. He
expects his bathrooms to be numerous, his verandah to be
a commodious open-air room, and in certain cases demands
sleeping porches as a sine qua non for at least two rooms.
But, supposing the demand for this open-air accommodation
grows, it will lead to fresh architectural solutions; perhaps
to the open-air sleeping recess opening off every bed-
room, perhaps to a much greater development of roof and
terrace.

It would be an advantage in many ways if flat roofs
became general, for the pitched roof of a house is a tyrant
as regards the plan, making really flexible planning almost
impossible, and in spite of its uses and aesthetic charm, it is
too much of a fetish. Quite a number of people would risk
building with a flat roof as far as they themselves are con-
cerned, but fear that, if they wished to let or sell, its com-
parative strangeness would be a liability (Fig. 99).

The flat roof problem, in respect of weather-proofness and
insulation, is very close to a solution; and its opponents are
apt to forget the troubles which beset pitched roofs in cold